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quick and brilliant, and when it came the turn of his set to be at the top of the school he had but one rival ia scholarship.   In athletic exercises, the other Jialf of youthful life, he was especially active, being aided in this, perhaps, by the training of the Manor House playground;  slight in figure at first, but robust and tough, he was a swift runner and far leaper, and he possessed, together with some skill in boxing, the English school-boy's readiness to use it; in particular he was a fine, bold swimmer, and as, since Byron, poets seem to have a prescriptive to the mention of their aquatic feats, be it more recorded that in his fifteenth year Poe swam in Che James Eiver from Ludlam's wharf to Waicwiek Baa1, six miles, against \ very strong tide asid m a, hot June sun, and afterwards walked back to ijb& city with little apparent fatigue.    He evi-©04; a considerable figure in the school j he champion in the simple tournaments of those days, paxWBanen* in its debating society, and known as a versifier in both a gallant and a satiric vein, digjrt distinction in the-eyes of the fellows to fte English ode in which, 011 the l&sferOarke to give place to Mas-Bodkin fte fall of 1823, he addressed
j, nor his aptness and stringing English Eft ishs spoirts made him the His adsiocratic mates, it is
